


Book on a Tree is a real storytelling agency that works from an imaginary 
treehouse.

Up in the branches of our tree, our authors and illustrators work as a team, 
sharing ideas and building collaborative circles with worldwide publishers.

We specialise in fire-breathing dragons, bookcases that creak open into hidden 
rooms, rebel princesses, magic mirrors, time machines, and just about anything 
that sparks the imagination of children.

A Merry Band of Scribblers, At Your Service...
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MYSTERY 
12+

ADVENTURE 
10+

THE STONES OF LEVERMOIR
Guido Sgardoli

A circle of stones with dark powers, a 
wind-battered island and a boy looking 
for answers. A high-octane escalation of 
events and a compelling tale that will grab 
the reader from the first page. A must for 
Stephen King fans.

* A small village with a gloomy and 
mysterious background, old grudges 
and a feeling of constant danger 
worthy of David Lynch. But also, a tale 
of adventure and friendship.

* Edgar Allan Poe meets Stranger 
Things.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2017 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: POLAND (AKAPIT)  
TV RIGHTS OPTIONED

STREGA CHILDREN'S  
PRIZE 2019 WINNER

THE PHENOMENAL  
P.T. HELIODORE
Guido Sgardoli

The first time P.T. Heliodore ever heard an 
animal speak, he was ten years old. P.T. had 
an imagination as big as Connecticut. So, 
just as he knew animals could speak, he 
also knew his father was a king and that 
Alice had green hair, but not just any old 
green – as green as the tips of spring buds. 
And she could fly. Yes, Alice knew how to 
fly. She was the feather girl. 

* A magical mix of poetic, surreal and 
dreamlike elements.

* An effortlessly direct writing style. 
The combination of imagination and 
the paradoxical produces a compelling 
read that will be irresistable to 
everyone who loved Roald Dahl and 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2019 THERE'S SOMETHING HAPPENING  
ON THIS ISLAND... SOMETHING AWFUL

WELCOME TO THE WORLD’S 
GREATEST SHOW, THE TOTALLY 
TREMENDOUS THEATRE OF 
WONDERS! 
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SHI-FI 
10+

THE GREYS
Guido Sgardoli

SCI-FI  
10+

Oggetto metallico

a forma di disco,

circa 10 metri di diametro.

Angelo is dreading his summer: a holiday in the mountains with a father who hunts aliens… 
Which don’t exist. Things change when he meets Claudia. With her, everything is perfect. 
But then Angelo and Claudia find a gigantic silver egg in the woods. An egg that isn’t an 
egg…

* As intriguing as The Creature of the Dark, as adrenaline-fuelled as Stranger Things,
a jump back in time like Back to the Future and The Goonies.

* With THE GREYS, Guido Sgardoli launches Italian science-fiction for children.

FIRST PUBLISHER: DEA PLANETA (ITALY), 2019

Guido is one of the most famous Italian children’s book writers. He also writes for newspapers, cinema and television. Author of over one hundred 
books, his stories have been translated into many languages and have won all the major literary prizes dedicated to writing for children, such as the 
Italian Andersen in 2009, 2015 and 2018, and the Strega Children’s Prize in 2019.

WE ARE NOT ALONE HERE
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WHATEVER HAPPENS, 
STAY TOGETHER

RED STARS
Davide Morosinotto

“Whatever happens, stay together,” their 
parents tell them. But Nadia is assigned to 
train number 76, while Viktor must leave on 
train number 77.

* An epic adventure of separated twins
trying to find each other, set in an
accurate historical reconstruction of
the Leningrad blockade.

* The dramatic storytelling creates a
sense of immediacy that brings the
narrative alive. The emotions jump out
at the reader from the pages of the
protagonists’ diary.

ADVENTURE 
10+

IN OTHER WORDS - BOOKTRUST’S BOOK IN
TRANSLATION AWARD, LONDON - WINNER -
HONOUR TITLE 2018
FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY), 2017
RIGHTS SOLD IN: GERMANY (THIENEMANN),
FRANCE (L’ECOLE DES LOISIRS), UK
(PUSHKIN), USA (PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE),
RUSSIA (PESHKOMBOOKS), NETHERLANDS
AND BELGIUM (BAECKENS BOOKS)

Four friends, who couldn’t be 
more different, have two 
things in common: three 
dollars and a burning desire 
to see the world.

* “A tale of adventure, travel and
escape.”

* “A coming-of-age story that rattles
through a highly entertaining series
of misunderstandings and mysteries
which are cleverly unravelled in a
talented piece of storytelling.”

* Italian Andersen 2017 winner.

THE POCKET WATCH GANG 
Davide Morosinotto 

A DARING ADVENTURE  
CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE 
FOREVER

ADVENTURE 
12+

FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY), 2016  
RIGHTS SOLD IN: GERMANY (THIENEMANN), SPAIN 
(PLANETA), FRANCE (L’ECOLE DES LOISIRS), 
DENMARK (JENSEN&DALGAARD), POLAND (DWIE 
SIOSTRY), RUSSIA (SAMOKAT), NETHERLANDS 
AND BELGIUM (BAECKENS BOOKS), CZECH 
REPUBLIC (DOBROVSKY), GALICIA (RINOCERONTE 
EDICIONES), JAPAN (IWASAKI SHOTEN), UKRAINE 
(CHITARIUM LICENSING)
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ADVENTURE 
10+ADVENTURE 

11+SHE OPENED HIM UP TO THE WORLD.
AND HE KEPT HER WORLD SAFE.

ITALIAN ANDERSEN AWARD 2017

Davide is not only a sci-fi and children’s author, but also a journalist and videogame translator. In 2018, Red Stars, one of his internationally successful 
books, won In Other Words - BookTrust’s Book in Translation Award in London. In 2017, he won the Italian Andersen Award with The Pocket Watch Gang, 
the adventure he dreams of having lived as a child. Then, in 2018, he was a finalist at Deutscher Jugendliteraturpreis in Germany. In 2019, he won the Prix 
des Bouquineurs en Seine in France and the Vlag and Wimpel  in the Netherlands.

THE LOST FLOWER  
OF THE SHAMAN OF K
AN INCREDIBLE JOURNEY FROM THE ANDES 
TO THE AMAZON
Davide Morosinotto

THE YOU
Davide Morosinotto

This is the story of a girl called Blu and her 
four friends: Abel, Tilly, Cameron and Luka. 
Abel has always been Blu’s best friend; 
Tilly lives in another city but is constantly 
video calling her; Cameron is American and 
doesn’t speak a word of Italian; and Luka 
comes from a far-off land, has superhuman 
strength and is invisible.

* A captivating, contemporary tale with
a poetic, fairy-tale feel.

* A tale of courage, adventure,
friendship and love that thwarts
challenges and overcomes the fear of
the other.

* Elements of adventure, fantasy and
coming-of-age writing with echoes of
the big screen.

FIRST PUBLISHER: RIZZOLI (ITALY), 2019
RIGHTS SOLD IN: FRANCE (L’ECOLE DES LOISIRS)

Peru, 1986. In a Lima hospital, two children 
find an old diary and are fascinated by the 
drawing of a mysterious flower.  
An unexpected friendship and a journey of a 
thousand dangers are just about to begin!

* The discovery of life through the eyes
of two twelve-year-olds who face a
savage world hand in hand.

* An original and fresh style that leads
the readers to be protagonists through
voices, colours and sounds.

FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY), 2019

THE STORY OF HOW BLU MET LUKA 
AND WHAT HAPPENED NEXT
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ADVENTURE 
11+

ADVENTURE   
9+

UFF. TECNICO

DIR. EDITORIALE

EDITOR

GRAFICO

REDAZIONE

ART DIRECTOR

CARTA: Lisciata  -   PROFILO DI STAMPA: Uncoated FOGRA29.icc   -   RIFILATO: 140x215 mm            CARTONATO
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08/02/18   12:29

THE DESERT FOXES
Pierdomenico Baccalario  

A code hidden in the first edition of 
The Little Prince, and an ancient secret. 
A forty-year-long treasure hunt that 
leads to a remote village on Corsica and 
the ramshackle Hotel Napoleon, where 
Morice and his family have just moved…

* Saint-Exupery and Roald Dahl, 
Rommel and a hidden submarine, 
secret passages and shady 
characters all come together in a 
plot full of surprises. 

* A story of friendship and courage, 
with a spirit of adventure worthy of 
the Goonies.

* Finalist for the STREGA CHILDREN'S 
PRIZE 2019, Finalist for GIGANTE 
DELLE LANGHE 2019.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY), 2018 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: SPAIN (EDEBE), ALBANIA 
(ALBAS), FRANCE (THIERRY MAGNIER)

BEBLADE AND HER TEAM 
Pierdomenico Baccalario 

Mia is fifteen and has always loved a 
challenge. “Call me when you’re ready,” 
the man with the green hat had said. So 
she did. Mia is now in a strange place, 
involved in a bloody battle between 
Hunters and Prey.

* A spine-tingling drama that will 
keep readers on the edge of their 
seats.

* Bebe Vio, an Italian champion 
wheelchair fencer – who won an 
incredible gold medal at the RIO 
2016 Paralympics – emerges as the 
protagonist and model of willpower 
in this heart-stopping adventure. 
Heart and courage make the 
impossible possible. 

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2018   
TV RIGHTS OPTIONED

THE BEST-HIDDEN,  
MOST CUNNING PLAN  
IN HISTORY

1 - TANA DELLE LEPRI
2 - LA CUPOLA NERA
3 - LA PALAZZINA DI CACCIA
4 - L’ALBERGO
5 - LA DISCOTECA
6 - IL BORDO
7 - IL PARCO BIANCO
8 - CENTRO COMMERCIALE
9 - OSPEDALE

RISG_6391-risguardi.indd   1

02/08/18   15:12

WHEREVER YOU GO, 
A BATTLE AWAITS
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ADVENTURE  
10+

WANDERING WIZARDS
Pierdomenico Baccalario  

Pierdomenico grew up in an old house with a library containing over 20,000 volumes.
A writer and journalist, his books have sold millions of copies worldwide and have been translated into 
over 30 languages. Today he is considered one of the greatest Italian children’s authors.

MAGIC EXISTS. YOU JUST NEED THE COURAGE TO SEE IT.
GO TO THE WORLD’S STREETS IF YOU WANT TO KNOW 
WHO YOU TRULY ARE.

Magic is real, as are the Magicians and the Schools of Magic. Then 
there are the school-less ones, the Wandering Wizards: they are 
street wizards, with no teachers, but intuitive and talented. The 
other wizards fear them because of an ancient prophecy… This is 
their story.

* Magic as it has never been told before. The greatest 
mysteries and the strongest talents are on the streets.

* Unsuspecting aspiring wizards accompany the reader on a 
unique journey to discover what makes each of us special.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2019SERIES. 2 TITLES PUBLISHED 
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SPY STORY  
9+

THE INTRIGUES
Pierdomenico Baccalario 
Alessandro Gatti 

AURORA CHEN  
AND THE KILLER SLIPPER CREW
Pierdomenico Baccalario 
Alessandro Gatti The adventures of a family of spies 

dating back for generations. 
Discreet cloak and dagger services, 
since 1366!

* A series with the perfect mix of 
humour, adventure and intrigue!

* Storytelling that fizzes off the 
page, appealing to even the 
most reluctant of readers.

 ILLUSTRATOR: TOMMASO RONDA 
FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2018 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: SPAIN (EDEBE), POLAND 
(RELACJA), GREECE (DIOPTRA), FRANCE 
(HACHETTE) 
SERIES: 3 TITLES PUBLISHED: 1. A 
SAPPHIRE BLUE ENIGMA / 2. A PITCH 
BLACK FRAUD / 3. A BLOOD-RED LETTER SPY STORY  

9+

WELCOME TO A HOUSEFUL OF INTRIGUES  
WHERE MYSTERY IS A FAMILY AFFAIR!

THEY’RE BACK, 
TIMES HAVE CHANGED 
AND NOW THEY’RE  
NOT ALONE!   

An adorable band of old men, just out of 
prison, meet a girl and her best friend. 

* Generations come together with 
twists, laughter and strokes of 
genius.

* A compelling and entertaining 
story.

* A mystery to solve and a friendship 
that rejects preconceptions.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: FABBRI (ITALY), 2019

Masters of comedy and crime genres, Pierdomenico and Alessandro have been friends since school. They have written many successful series
together, including The Intrigues, but have never robbed a bank!
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THE EXTRAORDINARY ED
Alessandro Gatti

The “Ernesto Granciporri” middle school has the strictest, harshest, most demanding 
teachers in the city. There’s no room for laughter there and everyone knows it; well, 
everyone except Stefano, also known as the extraordinary Ed: the zaniest, funniest and 
least scholarly pupil in the world...

* A laugh-a-minute story, filled with exhilarating inventions.

* A brand-new classroom romp for all those who loved Diary of a Wimpy Kid.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: DEA PLANETA (ITALY), 2019 

DISASTROUS, HILARIOUS, UNSTOPPABLE...  
AN EVIL GENIUS. TEACHERS BEWARE!

Alessandro grew up in the hilly region of Monferrato before moving to Turin. There, he gained a degree and Ph.D. in philosophy, just in time to 
discover that the world didn’t need another philosopher. At this point, his friend Pierdomenico suggested he start writing children’s stories.  
Since then, Alessandro has written more than thirty books, published in numerous countries.

ADVENTURE  
9+
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SPY STORY 
10+

“Lucy Blackstone, Mei Li Bradford, Candice 
King, Kaja Bandhura,” the queen recited. 
“In recognition of your accomplishments 
in the field, I appoint you as members of the 
Order of the Garland. Just as foxes hunt at night 
and in secret, during the darkest hours you will pursue the most 
elusive criminals, the impossible cases, the unsolvable mysteries, in the name of the 
Queen of England.”

* Four inseparable friends who are all very different but share a common passion: 
seeking out the truth.

* Superb characterisation and scene setting – Victorian London – and 
investigations worthy of the greatest investigators of all time, with a generous 
dose of suspense and humour. Sherlock Holmes fans will love it!

 FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY), 2019  
SERIES: 2 TITLES PUBLISHED: THE CASE OF THE SIXTY-SIX SECONDS / THE CASE OF THE VANISHED 
VILLAGE

THE ORDER OF THE GARLAND
IMPOSSIBLE CASES THAT NOBODY CAN SOLVE 
Tommaso Percivale

Tommaso lives and writes on an isolated hilltop surrounded by rocks, wind, woods and roe deer. Passionate about stories, sleight of hand, 
comics and games, he is a curious writer and, as such, tackles varied genres, ranging from historical fiction to science fiction, from adventures 
to thrillers. His novels have been translated into more than twenty languages.

THEY ARE TALENTED, 
ASTUTE, COURAGEOUS.  
THEY’RE SECRET AGENTS. 
AND GIRLS. 
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BLANCHE
Angélique Chevalier 

SPY STORY 
9+

1633. The French Royal Court. There’s a quick-witted girl moving 
around the halls of the Louvre: it’s Blanche De La Fere, lady-in-
waiting to Queen Anne and brave-hearted spy, not to mention able 
swordswoman at the headquarters of D’Artagnan’s musketeers! 

Fourteen-year-old Blanche has a rebellious heart and will stop at nothing to protect her 
queen from court intrigue...

* Subterfuges, chases, duels, pursuits across city rooftops... as well as grand balls, 
secret messages and fluttering hearts.

* A modern adventure with plenty of thrills, telling of a courageous young girl who 
fights with both head and heart, and picks roses as lightly as she handles a sword.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2018  
RIGHTS SOLD IN: FRANCE (POCKET JEUNESSE) 
SERIES: 2 TITLES PUBLISHED: A SPY FOR THE QUEEN / MUSKETEER HEART

A SPY IN THE FRENCH COURT
By night she rides and engages in 
sword fights. 
By day she attends lessons in dance 
and etiquette.

History books cite three Angélique Chevaliers who, between the late 1600s and late 1800s, printed a variety of short publications in Reims, near 
Paris. It was believed that the name Angélique had been passed through generations or was, perhaps, a nom de plume. This led to the suspicion 
that at least one of the three may have been a lady in the French king’s court, an aspiring swordswoman, a lady-in-waiting, Queen Anne of Austria’s 
personal spy. All excellent reasons, we think, for hiding your identity.
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ADVENTURE 
10+

LAMPO
THE RAILROAD DOG
daniele nicastro 

THE SKY THIEF
christian hill 

Puglia. Late fifties. After his father’s 
disappearance during a labourers’ revolt, 
Severino is alone. To avoid being taken to 
an orphanage, he begins to travel around 
Italy with Lampo, the dog he released 
from a farm. The boy is searching for 
the ‘happiness trains’ he read about in 
a newspaper clipping. The dog is also 
searching for something and helps him 
juggle the schedules like a true railroader. 

* An adventure in post-war Italy, in 
search of a home, a family, a place in 
the world.

* Inspired by a true story.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2019 

MANY DOGS ARE FAMED 
FOR RETURNING HOME 
FROM AFAR, BUT ONLY 
ONE DID SO BY TRAIN.

ADVENTURE 
12+

Daniele lives in the province of Cuneo, in Piedmont, where he 
writes everything from novels to cards and messages in bottles. 
He began telling stories as a boy, whenever he came home late. 
His debut novel Grande won the Legenda Junior Prize and was 
shortlisted for the Bancarellino Prize 2018.

Christian was born in Milan to an Italian mother and German 
father. He studied aeronautical engineering and has worked in 
role-playing games, journalism, IT and photography. He lives in 
Milan with his wife, two daughters and dog. Parachute jumping is 
not something he’s ever contemplated as he’s afraid of heights. 

In 1971, a man known as D.B. Cooper 
hijacked an American scheduled airline 
and demanded $200,000 and a parachute 
be brought on board. Then, he left the 
plane. What did he do next? 

Thirty-five years later, a boy named Rusty 
meets an old man called Carter who 
shows him that “you always get a second 
chance…”

* Two stories packed with adventure, 
acts of bravery and humanity, woven 
together with narrative mastery. 

* A powerfully honest and moving 
story, with a surprising twist.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: RIZZOLI (ITALY), 2019    
RIGHTS SOLD IN: LITHUANIA (ALMA LITTERA)

IT WAS DECISION TIME. HE FELT FOR THE HANDLE. 
SHUT HIS EYES. IT WOULD TAKE A FEW SECONDS TO 
KNOW IF IT HAD WORKED. OR IF HE WAS GOING TO 
HIT THE GROUND AND DIE.
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THE GAME
Lucia Vaccarino / Davide Morosinotto
from an idea by Francesca Carbotti

THE COUNTER WORLD
jacopo olivieri
from an idea by Martina Gerenich

HORROR LURKS WHERE  
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT

A village where everyone knows everyone 
else. A game that forbids you to speak. 
A mysterious whisper you can’t disobey.

* Stephen King-style tension in a 
young adult tale that grapples with 
the themes, fears and angst of this 
generation using a simple, direct writing 
style that shoots straight to the heart. 

* If you loved 13 Reasons Why

 FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY), 2018 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: POLAND (AKAPIT)

A morning in early summer, a world full of 
technology, a botanic garden that is to be 
razed to the ground to make way for a new 
multifunctional centre and a girl willing to do 
anything to save her corner of paradise…

* Black Mirror  style exploration of topical 
themes in a future inspired by today’s 
world. 

* A perfect picture of our age and an 
invitation to change course. 

 FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY), 2019

THRILLER   
10+

SCI-FI   
10+

HOW FAR ARE YOU PREPARED  
TO GO TO DO THE RIGHT THING?

TWO NOVELS BORN FROM Do You Have A Story?,  
A CONTEST FOR CHILDREN UNDER 18 TO SELECT THE BEST IDEA FOR A BOOK

Davide is a sci-fi and children’s author whose books have
been translated into several languages. His novel The Pocket
Watch Gang won the Italian Andersen Award 2017.
Lucia is a well-known children’s author who has also developed
children’s TV programmes. This is their first book together,
and it is ready to be transformed into a TV series!

Jacopo Olivieri, a versatile artist, started off as an illustrator 
and cartoonist. He worked for years in the theatre as a 
costume designer and set designer. He has published children’s 
books with the major Italian publishing houses.
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HUMOUR
SUPERHERO  

7+

HUMOUR
7+

THE GIGGLEGANG
L. Rulfo, L. Vaccarino, A. Gatti, D. Calì,  
S. Rossi, D. Nicastro, P. Baccalario,  
T. Percivale, G. Sgardoli, G. Danili,  
L. Altomonte, J. Mottola, E. Puricelli Guerra

FETID FOUR
D.S. Gusting

At Charles Darwin primary school, 
Operation Greyness is underway. Lord 
Soporiferus and the new headteacher, 
Darth Walter, are on a mission to 
conquer schools across the planet. 
Luckily, the Fetid Four are here – brave 
fighters of Terminal Boredom!

* Stories that poke fun at everyday 
school situations, canteen food, 
teachers, PE and things every child 
can identify with.

* Featuring Captain Armpit and his 
perspiration power, the Legendary 
FRRP! and his fart power, Lady 
Snot and her bogey power, and 
Belch and his burp power.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2018 
SERIES: 2 TITLES PUBLISHED: THE FETID 
FOUR FIGHT TERMINAL BOREDOM / THE 
FETID FOUR FIGHT THE CREATURE OF THE 
CANTEEN

A class of quick-witted, quirky kids and a headmaster who will 
give you the heebie-jeebies.

* A dazzling array of tricks, gadgets and pranks, not to 
mention a barrel of laughs!

 ILLUSTRATOR: LAURA RE - ART DIRECTOR: DAVIDE CALI. 
FIRST PUBLISHER: EDIZIONI LAPIS (ITALY), 2016 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: CHINA (HARBIN), GREECE (DIOPTRA), TURKEY (KITAPCI) 
SERIES: 18 TITLES PUBLISHED

D.S Gusting spent his youth working in a sandwich shop. He became a cheese expert 
and spent his days looking for Le Grand Putride. After finally tasting it, he was uncon-
scious for several days. On awakening, having forgotten his past, he started a new life 
as a writer. Clearly this isn’t true. The name hides three mysterious Italian authors…

MAY THE FARTS BE WITH YOU!

THE SCHOOL YOU ALWAYS  
DREAMED OF!
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ADVENTURE  
9+

Giuseppe Garibaldi. Pirate, general, revolutionary. He is called the hero of the two worlds. But until now no 
one knew the real reason. In a diary that has remained secret, the general says that the greatest battle of his 
life was not the civil war in Uruguay or the expedition to unify Italy, but another much more dangerous one: 
protecting our world from the dark, populated world of supernatural spirits. Today, Garibaldi’s diary and sword 
were uncovered by a teenage girl, Anita, who gave life to a secret society: the 999 band. Because the spirits are 
back among us. And it’s up to the children to try to stop them...

* A historical character known and loved around the world... with a fantasy twist.

* Breath-taking adventures set in the most beautiful Italian cities.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: UBIK (ITALY), 2019 
 FIRST THREE TITLES: 1. THE TERRIBLE DUCHESS, STEFANO AMATO / 2. THE RETURN OF THE HIEROPHANT,  
 CARLOTTA CUBEDDU / 3. THE SPIRIT SCHOOL, GIULIA GUBELLINI

THE THOUSAND HAVE RETURNED. THE FIRST TIME THEY CREATED ITALY.  

NOW THEY MUST STOP THE OTHER WORLD.

THE 999 BAND
s. amato, c. Cubeddu, g. GUBELLINI
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A LETTER WITH PIGTAILS
Christian Antonini

THE BERLIN OFFSIDE 
Christian Antonini

ADVENTURE  
10+

COMING  
OF AGE STORY  

10+

ON THE TRAIN HOME, 
STAMPED LIKE A LETTER, 
HEADING FOR ADVENTURE

SOMETIMES A GAME CAN 
CHANGE THE WORLD

1914: Johanna, the daughter of a 
railway engineer in Mexico City, must 
go and see her mother in Texas. To 
keep her safe, her father decides to 
put a stamp on her and send her in a 
postal carriage. A long journey awaits, 
full of weird and wonderful encounters 
– including with Pancho Villa himself.

* Emotions, conspiracies and 
secrets all wound up in an 
enormous adventure.

* Touches on the theme of travel 
and the coming-of-age of a 
spirited, tenacious young girl.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: GIUNTI (ITALY), 2018 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: BELGIUM AND 
NETHERLANDS (LA ZETA)

Every afternoon, in a small square in 
Berlin, eight children get together to 
play a football tournament. But a wall, 
raised between East and West the night 
before the final, separates the two 
teams forever. The winner will never 
be decided... or will it? There is still a 
chance to play one last, memorable 
game.

* A story of adventure and rebellion, 
set against the iron curtain that 
split Germany in two.

* World history seen through the 
eyes of children, for whom there 
are no such things as barriers 
and divisions, only obstacles to 
overcome.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: GIUNTI (ITALY), 2018 
PAGES: 288 
TV RIGHTS OPTIONED
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COMING  
OF AGE STORY  

10+

THE JUNE REBELS
Christian Antonini

Christian is an author, journalist, translator and videogame creator. He lives in the Valassina mountains with his family, five cats, a dog and the 
characters of his novels. In 2016, he published The Berlin Offside, which was a finalist for the Bancarellino Children’s Prize and won Il Gigante 
della Langhe in 2017. In 2018, the rights of the same book were optioned for a TV series.

“THE FASCINATION OF HIDING DOESN’T AMOUNT TO MUCH 
COMPARED TO THE MYSTERY OF COURAGE, ESPECIALLY 
COURAGE ON BEHALF OF OTHERS.”

Shlomo Breznitz, Memory Fields

Bordeaux, June 1940. Between running across rooftops and making deals doing favours, rebellious 
teenager Marian befriends the Portuguese consul Aristides Sousa Mendes. One day, Marian meets 
Arielle, a Jewish girl who needs to get to the Portuguese consulate to apply for a visa to leave 
France. Nothing will ever be the same again, with Marian risking his life to do the right thing. 
The story of Aristides Sousa Mendes, Righteous Among the Nations, who saved the lives of 30,000 
people, using bureaucracy to protect those in danger.

* Bordeaux before the arrival of the Nazis: the emotions and actions of a distant, yet all too 
close period of history.

* An adventure, action novel based on a true story.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: GIUNTI (ITALY), 2019 - PAGES: 208

Finalist for GIGANTE DELLE LANGHE 2020
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A HUNDRED STEPS  
TO FREEDOM
Giuseppe Festa

COMING  
OF AGE STORY  

9+

THE CHILDREN OF THE FOREST
Giuseppe Festa

ADVENTURE  
10+

THE BREATH OF THE 
MOUNTAIN, THE COURAGE 
TO SPREAD YOUR WINGS.

THE ADVENTURE OF TWO 
WOLVES EXPERIENCING 
FREEDOM FOR THE FIRST TIME.

Lucio has always experienced the 
mountains with his eyes shut, and he sees 
things no one else notices. 
It is in the mountains that Lucio, who lost 
his sight as a young child, crosses paths 
with a baby eagle kidnapped by poachers. 
All seems lost. But the mountain hides 
many clues, which can reveal the truth to 
someone who knows how to listen for them 
– someone like Lucio.

* A story about diversity and the 
courage to accept it.

* Shortlisted for the Strega Children’s 
Prize 2019.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: SALANI (ITALY), 2018  
RIGHTS SOLD IN: SPAIN (DUOMO EDICIONES), 
JAPAN (IWASAKI)

Elisa and her friends have no intention of 
giving up their fight to return their children 
– two wolf cubs found and raised in 
captivity – to the woods. They have taught 
them the law of the pack and want to give 
them a chance to run free.  

* A compelling true story.

* The wonder of nature described in all 
its harshness, and the love and fear 
that has bound humans and wolves 
for millennia.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: GARZANTI (ITALY), 2018
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MOUSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE THIRD KIND
Giuseppe Festa

ADVENTURE  
9+

AN ADVENTURE THAT WILL GO DOWN IN HISTORY

Giuseppe has a degree in Natural Sciences and works in the environmental education field. His great passions in life are writing, music and the 
outdoors. Founder and singer of the Lingalad folk music group, he has also written a number of nature reports for Italian broadcaster RAI and 
starred in the award-winning documentary Oltre la Frontiera. His novels have been widely translated.

What would happen if a band of wood mice were to find a 
strange black stone, all square and shiny? 
And what would they do if it started to ring and shake all of a 
sudden? This is what happened to Terr and his friends, who had 
never seen a human being before, and thought one young boy’s 
lost smartphone was a mysterious alien object for talking to 
extra-terrestrials.

 * A fun book full of misunderstandings, big laughs and lots 
of adventures.

* There are a million sides to the truth, and sometimes all it 
takes to see them is a different point of view.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: SALANI (ITALY), 2019

Finalist for GIGANTE DELLE LANGHE 2020
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BEWARE OF WOLVES
Davide Morosinotto 
Pierdomenico Baccalario 

SCARY TALES 
10+

“Fairy tales are not for children... Fairy 
tales are scary and fill your head with 
questions. Fairy tales have teeth. They 
bite...”

* A contemporary take on the great 
classics, penned by two “masters” of 
contemporary writing for children, 
told from the protagonist’s point of 
view. 

 FIRST PUBLISHER: DEA PLANETA (ITALY), 2018

THE MOST WONDERFUL  
STORY EVER WRITTEN
Edward Berry

ADVENTURE  
9+

The contents have mysteriously vanished 
from a new children’s book, while 
bizarre new characters and objects have 
appeared in old classics, ruining these 
beloved stories.

* A fascinating, action-packed 
adventure which celebrates the vital 
importance of storytelling.

* A tribute to the timeless tales that 
have fired up children’s imaginations 
for generations. 

 ILLUSTRATOR: STEFANO TURCONI 
FIRST PUBLISHER: LA GALERA (SPAIN), 2015 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: SPAIN (LA GALERA), FRANCE 
(FLAMMARION JEUNESSE), GERMANY (TIELE 
VERLAG), ITALY (GIUNTI), TURKEY (DOMINGO 
PUBLISHING), PORTUGAL (EDITORIAL 
PRESENCA), GREECE (METAIXMIO) 
SERIES: 5 TITLES PUBLISHED: 1. THE LOST BOOK 
/ 2. THE FOUR AND A HALF MUSKETEERS / 3. 
DON QUIXOTE AND THE DRAGON / 4. ALICE IN 
BORINGLAND / 5. PINOCCHIO, KING OF THIEVES

THE SEVEN SCARIEST 
STORIES BY THE 
BROTHERS GRIMM

DIVE INTO THE PAGES OF 
YOUR FAVOURITE NOVELS
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THE CORSAIRS
Italy’s bestselling children’s authors 

An original series of adventure books curated by 
Pierdomenico Baccalario and written by Italy’s 
bestselling children’s authors.  
Incredible, epic stories, spanning all of history, 
and ranging around the world, bringing 
excitement, suspense and mystery, with a 

healthy dose of laughter!

* A sophisticated editorial product with exquisite cover artwork, 
old-style maps, comparative chronological tables and short 
profiles of the historical figures mentioned.

* A return to the tradition of Salgari’s adventure stories for 
children, in an appealing, contemporary style.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: SOLFERINO (ITALY), 2018 - PAGES: 96 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: GREECE (METAIXMIO) 
FIRST NINE TITLES: 1. HERE COME THE HOOD BROTHERS / 2. BLACK POWDER / 
3. THE TERRIBLE TESTAMENT OF JEREMY HOPPERTON / 4. THE RETURN OF THE 
TSAR / 5. THE MYSTERIOUS VIKING / 6. THE PIRATE QUEEN / 7. THE ROUTE OF 
THE ANDES / 8. HIRO OF THE MONKEYS / 9. BATTLE NAME MADGA / 10. RICO THE 
BRAVE / 11. THE WITCH OF LOCH LIATH / 12. JOURNEY TO THE FORBIDDEN CITY- 
MORE TITLES COMING SOON

A SERIES FOR ADVENTURE-SEEKERS! 
SMALL IN SIZE, BIG ON ADVENTURE! 

ADVENTURE  
8+
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ADVENTURE,  
DETECTIVE STORY  

10+
SPY STORY  

7+

A.S.S.A.S.S.I.N.A.T.I.O.N.
THE EXCEPTIONAL ADVENTURE 
OF SHERLOCK HOLMES’ SECRET SON
THE SON OF SHERLOCK HOLMES
Guido Sgardoli

... TWO INVESTIGATORS WHO JUST 
HAPPEN TO BE ELEVEN YEARS OLD.

In the first book, news of Sherlock 
Holmes’s disappearance reaches an 
orphanage twenty miles south of London. 
Certain the famous investigator is his 
father, David Pip escapes with a friend to 
London, and then Europe, to shed some 
light on the case. In the second book, 
David and his friend Calum are working in 
Baker Street with Doctor Watson. One day, 
a certain John Snow knocks on the door… 
For David, it’s time to show he really is 
Holmes’s son! 

* An incredible journey, as in the best 
adventure classics, with chance-
encounters between the protagonists 
and some of literature and cinema’s 
finest characters – the Canterville 
Ghost, Three Men in a Boat, Dracula, 
Heidi and Monsieur Poirot...

 FIRST PUBLISHER: RIZZOLI (ITALY), 2009 - 2019

ANITA GARBO’S 
SECRET AGENCY
Omega Moore

 ILLUSTRATOR: ELISA ROCCHI 
FIRST PUBLISHER: LA GALERA (SPAIN), 2018  
SERIES: 6 TITLES PUBLISHED: 1. SAVE THE BAY! / 2. THE MISSING COMICS /  
3. AN UNDERWATER CATASTROPHE / 4. ENEMY ON A BIKE! /  
5. SPOTTY SOCKS FOREVER! / 6. KING SANDAKI’S TREASURE.

A secret service like no other – strictly off-limits to over 16s!

* Adventure, espionage and laughs galore from a gang of 
resourceful kids with spunk and nosiness to spare.

* Their general HQ has a slide the Goonies would die for, and 
high-tech contraptions to rival Inspector Gadget’s arsenal!

THE MOST SECRET 
SECRET SERVICE 
IN HISTORY
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BLABBERMOUTH 
BOOK 10+

SPOILER
THE BIGGEST BLABBERMOUTH  
BOOK EVER ABOUT BOOKS

A book of bookfiles presenting 80 of the world’s most famous books. From Anna 
Karenina to Harry Potter, it describes some of the biggest bestsellers of all time and 
from all over the world. “Luckily, we couldn’t fit in every book in the world but our sixth 
sense tells us we’ve picked the best ones, the ones you haven’t read and which you can 
embrace the spoilers for all by yourself!”

* For each book, there’s a full bookfile including author, original language, year of 
publication, literary genre and even a sample quote... to give you a taste of how 
talented the author is, the literary style and the scope of the story. 

* Each book has a spoiler rating, depending on whether it could make you feel 
faint, make your hands itch or just slide right off you like a bead of sweat down 
your back. In other words, think carefully before reading a 5-star spoiler. 

 FIRST PUBLISHER: MAGAZZINI SALANI (ITALY), 2019
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THE ATLAS  
OF IMAGINARY PLACES
Pierdomenico Baccalario / Davide Calì 

AN IMPOSSIBLE SEARCH,  
A JOURNEY YOU'LL NEVER FORGET.

ADVENTURE  
9+

Pierdomenico and Davide are bestselling children’s authors. Their books have been translated into 30 languages and have sold 
millions of copies worldwide. This is their first book together.

A trip to the ends of the earth in search of the girl who stole your heart...

* A modern-day story with echoes of old-world fable and adventure.

* Fascinating worlds populated by fantastic creatures – a must-have map 
for imaginary travellers.

 ILLUSTRATOR: ISABELLA MAZZANTI  
FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY), 2017
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PICTURE BOOK

WHAT IS A HOME? A DEN TO TAKE SHELTER IN, 
A NEST IN WHICH TO RAISE OUR CHILDREN, A 
QUIET CORNER FOR OUR HOBBIES.

* A trip around the world, in the company of an intrepid 
young girl who wants to see for herself the customs and 
traditions of all the people she encounters.

* Eleven types of homes scattered across five continents, 
treating young readers to insights into the most 
fascinating homes in the world, while revealing the 
customs of the world’s peoples. 

 FIRST PUBLISHER: ELECTA KIDS (ITALY), 2018 
RIGHT SOLD IN: CHINA (PUBLISHING HOUSE OF ELECTRONIC INDUSTRIES)

HOMES AROUND THE WORLD
Mariapaola Pesce / Martina Tonello
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PICTURE BOOK

THERE WAS A DAY 
WHEN THE WHALES CAME…
 
They came from the sky 
And it was a day of Wonder 
But it was also an unexpected disturbance

* A story about the unknown and how prejudice poisons relationships.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: CHOCOLAT JEUNESSE (FRANCE), 2018  
RIGHTS SOLD IN: SPAIN (OCÉANO)

THE DAY OF THE WHALES
Cornelius / T.Carozzi
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PICTURE BOOK

THE NIGHT OF THE WHALE 
Peppo Bianchessi – Adapted by Pierdomenico Baccalario

ONCE A YEAR, ON A MIDSUMMER NIGHT, 
THE WHALE ARRIVED…
 
Dad, mum, the cat and I quickly climbed up onto the roof 
We each waited in our places in silence 
We smelt a scent of algae and salt 
And it arrived... It eclipsed the moon… and showed us its 
belly… 
It approached my father… touched his forehead  
It stayed with him a while, then left

* The wonder of life and its fluctuations shown in a 
sequence of highly emotional images.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: RIZZOLI (ITALY), 2019
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PICTURE BOOK

OH OH ANTS
Elsie W. Right and Martina Tonello

THE QUEEN OF THE ANTS IS HUNGRY AND 
SENDS THREE ANTS IN SEARCH OF FOOD
 
First, they find a crumb, then a big doughnut and even a roast 
chicken. But oh, won’t they be too heavy to carry?

* Sometimes being happy with what you’ve got can be the
 solution.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2019 
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PICTURE BOOK

AND THEN IT WAS TIME
Pierdomenico Baccalario and Anna Pirolli

AND THEN IT WAS TIME. AND THAT MOMENT 
WILL RETURN, TIME AND AGAIN 

If you’re curious, generous and starry-eyed enough. A small 
book telling of great things, of how life is a story that never 
ends... taking on new colours, forms and depth with every 
passing month and year. 

* The cycle of life narrated with the lightest of touches, 
through simple illustrations and contemporary language. 

* A book of few words and captivating emotions, the kind 
only great authors can convey. 

 FIRST PUBLISHER: SALANI (ITALY), 2019  
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PICTURE BOOK 

LITTLE EINSTEIN DREAMS OF BECOMING 
A SCIENTIST AND WINNING THE NOBEL 
PRIZE SOMEDAY.
 
She finds a tiny egg and thinks that day has come. She 
keeps it until it hatches and... maybe she will win that 
Nobel Prize sooner or later!

* The story of an enterprising young girl, showing 
readers it’s important to dream, because big 
dreams lead to big adventures.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: LAVIERI (ITALY), 2018  
RIGHTS SOLD IN: SPAIN (OBELISCO)  

LITTLE EINSTEIN
Mariateresa Conte
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PICTURE BOOK 

BENTY BREIGHT HAS HAD AN AWFUL 
DAY AND NEEDS TWO GLASSES OF 
KENTUCKY SODA.

 
So begins the tale of his adventure, which is 
literally “one number after another”: 11 bandits 
stole 12 coins from him on Friday the 13th, and 
his horse sneezed 14 times...

* A jolly western jig, full of fun and laughs. 
An entertaining way to introduce young 
children to numbers.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: LAVIERI (ITALY), 2018 

BENTY BREIGHT’S JIG
Davide Panizza
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PICTURE BOOK 

AN ARROGANT KING SPEAKS TO A 
MYSTERIOUS LITTLE CREATURE. 

He is the king and so he can decide whatever he 
wants, like making every Thursday Christmas; his 
castle is so big he has an elephant instead of a cat, 
owns three crowns and an enormous sword, and is the 
bravest of all kings... until it gets dark, when he runs 
off to hide!

* A tongue-in-cheek, fun book to explain that 
if we look beyond appearances, we’re all the 
same underneath, with the same fears and 
weaknesses. And that roles can be reversed 
when you least expect it.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: KITE (ITALY), 2019 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: FRANCE (A2MIMO)

I’M THE KING 
Marco Viale
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Rosamaria Pavan _ Foreign Rights Agent
rosam@bookonatree.com

Lorenzo Rulfo _ General Manager
lorenzo@bookonatree.com
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